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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 21-26 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Lehman et al. [US 6,198,633]. 

Regarding claim 21, Lehman et al. disclose a card guide (18, figures 1-2 and 4) 
for use in a electronic equipment enclosure, configured to receive one or ore functional 
modules (3u, 6u), each of which includes a corresponding card, the card guide having 
first and second sides and first and second ends (16, figure 1) and comprising: 

-(a) first and second support structures ((34, 40), 36, 42), (38, 44)) that cooperate 
to at least partially defined a pair of channels configured to receive at least a portion or 
a card, one channel being located on either side of the card guide, the channels 
terminating short of the first end of the card guide so that a slot is defined that is 
interposed between the first and second support structure, and the first and second 
support structures cooperating to define a receptacle in communication with the slot so 
that in a first card storage configuration, a card received in the electronic equipment 
enclosure by way of the receptacle is positioned in the slot such that the card straddles 
the card guides (figures 1-2 and 4); and 
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- (b) a connecting member (58, 60) at least indirectly joined to one of the first and 
second support structures. 

Regarding claim 22, Lehman et al. disclose a second card storage configuration 
being defined when the receptacle is blocked, so the straddling of the card guide by a 
card received in the electronic equipment enclosure is substantially prevented (figure 1). 

Regarding claim 23, Lehman et al. disclose in at least the second card storage 
configuration, the first and second support structures are collectively configured to 
receive, in each of the channels, respective portions of first and second cards 
positioned in the electronic equipment enclosure in a side by side arrangement (figure 

1). 

Regarding claim 24, Lehman et al. disclose a third support structure, the first, 
second and third supports structures cooperating to at least partially define two card 
storage levels (figure 1 ). 

Regarding claim 25, Lehman et al. disclose at least one of the support structures 
comprising a web structure (figures 1-2). 

Regarding claim 26, Lehman et al. disclose a positioning member at least 
indirectly attached to one of the support structures (R, Q, figures 1-2 and 5a). 

Regarding claim 29, Lehman et al. disclose the card guide being configured for 
use in both vertical and horizontal card cages (figures 1-2). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this.Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-20, 28, 30-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lehman et al. [US 6,198,633] in view of Brooks et al. [US 6,661,673]. 

Regarding claim 1, 10, 15, 20 and 30, Lehman et al. disclose a card cage system 
(figures 1 , 2, 5a and 5b) for an electronic equipment enclosure, that card cage system 
suitable for use with one or more functional modules (3u, 6u) that each include a 
corresponding card joined to a front panel that includes fasteners, and the card cage 
system comprising: 

(a) first and second end card guides disposed within the electronic equipment 
enclosure (43, 36, 38, 40, 42, 44, figure 1); 

(b) a middle card guide (18, figures 5a and 1) interposed between the first and 
second end card guides in a spaced apart arrangement and cooperating with the first 
and second end card guides to define at least one card storage level; and 

(c) first and second adapter elements (figure 5a) joined to the first and second 
end card guides, respectively and a third adapter element joined to the middle card 
guide, the adapter element cooperating with the card guides so that a first card storage 
configuration is defined when the adapter elements are joined to the corresponding card 
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guides, and a second card storage configuration being defined when adapter elements 
are present in only two of the card guides (figure 1 ). 

Lehman et al. disclose the instant claimed invention except for the first, second 
and third adapter elements joined to the third guide being removable. 

Brooks et al. disclose a card cage system (figures 1-2) having a plurality of card 
guides, wherein each of the card guides is joined with a removable adapter element 
(204, column 3, line 38). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the removable adapter with the card system of Lehman et 
al., as suggested by Brooks et al., for the purpose of securing/replacing the card 
insertion into the card system. 

Regarding claims 2 and 31, Lehman et al. disclose the second card storage 
configuration being defined when adapter elements are present only in the first and 
second end card guides (figure 1). 

Regarding claims 3 and 32, Lehman et al. disclose the first and second card 
guides and the middle card guide operate to define two card storage levels (figure 1). 

Regarding claims 4, 16, 19 and 33, Lehman et al. disclose the first card storage 
configuration, the middle card guide and end card guides are collectively configured to 
receive at the at least one card storage level, only cards with dimensions conforming to 
a first card size (3u), and wherein the second card storage configuration, the middle 
card and end card guides are collectively configured to receive, at the at least one card 
storage level, only cards with dimensions conforming to a second card size (6u). 
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Regarding claims 5, 17-18, 34 and 36, Lehman et al. disclose the first card 
storage configuration, the middle card guide and end card guides are collectively 
configured to receive at the at least one cared storage level, only single wide cards (3u). 

Regarding claims 6, 35 and 37, Lehman et al. the second card storage 
configuration, the middle card guide and end card guides are collectively configured to 
receive at the at least one card storage level, only cards wider than single-wide cards 
(6u). 

Regarding claim 7, Lehman et al. disclose the first and second end cards guides 
and the middle cared guides are substantially identical (figures 2 and 5a). 

Regarding claims 8 and 40, Lehman et al. disclose the first card storage 
configuration, the middle card guide and end card guides are collectively configured to 
receive, at the at least one card storage level, at least one double larger card (3u and 
6u, figure 1). 

Regarding claim 9, Lehman et al. disclose the first and second adapter elements 
are integral with the first and second end card guides, respectively (figures 1-2, 5a). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Lehman et al. disclose the card guides each defining at least 
one channel configured to receive a portion of an edge of a functional module card 
(figures 1-2). 

Regarding claim 12, Lehman et al. disclose the adapter element each define at 
least one channel configured to receive a portion of an edge of a functional module 
(figure 1). 
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Regarding claim 13, Lehman et al. disclose the adapter element are configured 
to engage at least one fastener (figure 8) of one the functional module. 

Regarding claims 14 and 39, Lehman et al. in view of Brooks et al. disclose 
means (figure 2) for substantially preventing relative motion of the adapter elements 
when the adapter elements are fastened to the card guides. 

Regarding claim 28, Lehman et al. disclose the receptacle being configured to 
joint an adapter element (figure2), selective use of the adapter element facilitating 
definition of the first and second card storage configurations. 

Lehman et al. disclose the instant claimed invention except for the adapter being 
removable. 

Brooks et al. disclose a card cage system (figures 1-2) having a plurality of card 
guides, wherein each of the card guides is joined with a removable adapter element 
(204, column 3, line 38). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the removable adapter with the card system of Lehman et 
al., as suggested by Brooks et al., for the purpose of securing/replacing the card 
insertion into the card system. 

Regarding claim 38, Lehman et al. disclose the card cage comprising one of a 
vertical card cage and a horizontal card cage (figures 1-2). 

Regarding claim 41 , Lehman et al. in view of Brooks et al. disclose the card cage 
achieved without disassembling the chassis by removable the card guide (figure 2, 
column 4, lines 46-63). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use a removable integral with the card guide of Lehman et al., as 
suggested by Brooks et al., in order to replace various kind of the card guides in the 
card cage enclosure. 

5. Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Navia et 
al. [US 5,175,669]. 

Regarding claim 27, Lehman et al. disclose the instant claimed invention except 
for the card guide being formed of injection molded plastic. 

Navia et al. disclose a card guide system having a card guide support being 
formed of plastic (column 2, lines 16-19). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use guide support of Lehman et al. being formed molded plastic, 
as suggested by Navia et al., for the purpose of providing flexibility the guide support. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments, see the response to remarks, filed 07/15/2005, with 
respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-41 under double patenting rejections have been 
fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of 
Lehman et al. [US 6,198,633] and Brooks et al. [US 6,661,673]. 
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Conclusion 



7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Pusateri et al. [US 6,008,995] disclose a card cage 
accommodating PC cards of different size. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hung S. Bui whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2102. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kamand Cuneo can be reached on (571) 272-1957. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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